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In 1872, oN Al Sarnt's Day, THE House or. BisHops
OREATED THE MISSIONARY JURISDICTION OF NIOBRARA,APPOINT-
ING WiLLiam HosarT HaRe, THEN SECRETARY AND GENERAL
AGENT OF THE BOARD OF MISS10NS OF NEW YORK, AS BiSHop
TO THE AREA. THIS NEW MISSIONARY DISTRICT TOOK 1TS NAME
FROM THE RIVER RUNNING ALONG THE NEBRASKA-DAKOTA: BORDER,

EXTENDING CHIEFLY WEST OF THE M1SSOURI RIVER To THE Wyo~

MING TERRITORY AND NORTHWARD APPROXIMATELY TO THE PRES-
ENT BORDER BETWEEN THE DAKOTAS.

PREVIOUSLY THE AREA HAD BEEN UNDER THE JURISDIC
TioN oF THE RT. Rev, RoeerT H. CtaArkson D.0, BisHof oF
NEBRASKA, WITH HEADQUARTERS AT OMaHA, NEBRASKA. '

ON THE SANTEE, YANKTON AND PONCA RESERVATIONS SMALL
MISSIONS HAD ALREADY BEEN ESTABL\SHED AND A FEW MONTHS
PREVIOUS  TO BisHop HARe's CONSECRATION, THREE YOUNG
BERKELEY DIVINITY SCHOOL DEACONS HAD MADE GONTAGT WiTH
THE INDIANS OF THE LOwErR BRULE, THE CRow CREEK AND THE
CHEVENNE RIVER RESERVES. ' ‘ o

BisHop HAR WAS CONSECRATED AT ST. Luke's CHurcH
IN PH!LADELPHIA 6N JaNuary 9, {873 AT THE AGE OF 34 THE
{00TH Bi1SHOP IN THE AMERICAN EP1SCORATE.

HE ARRIVED AT YANKTON, WHICH WAS TO BE HIS  HEAD~
QUARTERS UNTIL IBE5 IN THE MIDST OF A BLIZZARD, SO SE~
VERE THAT EVEN CUSTER'S CAVALRY, USUALLY DARING TO FAGE
ANY FOE, ENCAMPED JUST OUTSIDE OF YANKTON, FLED IN D1S=
ORDER BEFORE 1TS FURY, ABANDONIRG HORSES AND CAMP EQUIP-

In 1873, N ALL OF BisHoP MaRe!'s wioE "M1SS10ONARY
JURISDICTION, THERE WERE ONLY FIVE WHITE CLERGYMENYFIVE
WOMEN WORKERS, AND THREE INDIAN HELPERS. FIVE CHURGCHES
AND TWO MiSSIONARY DWELLINGS COMPRISED THE CHURCH PROP=
ERTIES. - e

THERE WERE ONLY A FEW WHITE SETTLERS IN “THE AREA
BUT By 1883 THESE PIONEER COMMUNITIES HAD GROWN TO CON-

SIDERASBLE S1ZE SO THE House OF BISHOPS ENLARGED BisHop

_HARE'S JURISDICTION TO INGLUDE BOTH WHITE AND INDIAN

WORK IN THE ENTIRE STATE EAST OF THE MISSOURI RIVER AND
CHANGED THE NAME FRoM NIOBRARA TO THE MISSIQNARY Dis-
TRICT oF SoutH DakoTa.

By (884 THERE WERE FIVE NATIVE CLERGY, FIVE NATIVE

. CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY, TWELVE NATIVE CATECHISTS
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AND TWELVE WOMEN HELPERS IN ADDITION TO THE WHITERRISTS
ALREADY IN THE TERRITORY. A WELL ADJUSTED SYSTEM 'WAS
LAID OUT BY BisHoP HARE wiTH RESPONSIBILITIES ASSIGNED
THROUGHOUT THE JURISDICTION TO WHITE AND NATIVE CLEHGV.
CATECHISTS AND HELPERS. :

Stoux FaLLs oFFERED BisHor Hare $410,000 n casH
AND LAND PROVIDED THE BisSHOP COULO. RAISE AN EQUAL SUM
IN THE EAST TO ESTABLISH AN EP1SCOPAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
iN Stoux FaLLs. N SEPTEMBER |88t THE CORNERSTONE WAS
LAtD AND tN SepteEMBER {885 1TS DOORS OPENED—ALL Saintts
ScHoOLs .

Sioux FALLS BECAME THE B:SHOP'S EPascoPAL RES )~
DENCE AT THE SCHOOL. Miss HELeEn S. PEABODY BECAME THE
PRINCIPAL OF THE SCHOOL AND HER SISTER, Miss MARY Be
Peagoby, HIS PRIVATE SECRETARY,

B1sHOP MARE DEPENDED GREATLY oN Women's ORGANIZA—
TIONS IN THE EAST, FORMED LARGELY FOR THE SUPPORTY OF
BisHor Hare's wongpwlTH THE INDLANS, SUQH AS TINDIAN
Hore oF PHILADELﬁhaA" e DakoTA LEAGUE OF MASSACHUw
SETTS" AND THE “NIOBRARA LeAaGuE oF New York!Y, FinaLwy
HELFP GAME FROM MANY BRANCHES OF THE WoMAN' S AUXELIARY
{N THE EAST TO WHIOH THESE SPECIAL GROUPS ALLIED THEM-
SELVES, THE Woman'!s AUXIL1ARY TO THE BOARD OF MISSIONS
HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN ORGANJZED TO GIVE AID TO THE M1S~
LONARIES AND THEIR FAMILIES,

‘ "‘BysHoP HARE IN HIS LETTERS MADE MANY EXPRESSIONS
OF APPRECIATION TO THE WOMEN OF THE OHURCH BOTH FOR AID
RECEIVED FROM THE EAST AND FOR THE PARTICIPATION PAR~
TICULARLY OF THE NIOBRARA WOMEN IN THE WORK OF THE
CHURCH . ‘ '

In 1876 HE wrOTE, "THE DAKOTA WOMEN IN PARTICULAR
ARE ADVANCING EVERY YEAR 1N HOUSEKEEPING AND EVERY GOOD
WOMANLY QUALETY, THiS IS OWING LARGELY TO THEIR MEET—
ING EVERY WEEK IN 'THE WoMEN'S MEETING' WHERE [0 oRrR 50
OF THEM GOME TO SING} TO EXHORT EAGH OTHER IN THE CHRIS=
TIAN LIFE AND TO LEARN TO SEW, KNIT, MAKE GARMENTS, BAKE
BREAD AND ACQUIRE ALL OF THE OTHER ARTS OF A CIVILIZED
LIFE.

THE FiRsT ConvocaTion OF THE N10BRARA DEANERY WAS
HELD AT SANTEE Mission Auaust |y |873 wiTH CLERGY AND
INDIAN DELEGATES BUT IT WASN'T unTit THE BiTH ConvocA-
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T1ON THAT A SIMPLE CONSTITUTION WAS DRAWN UP. . WOMEN

WERE NOT EXCLUDED 8UT AT THYS TIME THEY WERE NEVER
AMONG THE ELECYED OR APPOINTED. DELEGATES, NOR WERE THEY
EVER OFFICERS OF THE DEANERIES.

1T ren't uNTslL THE REPORTY oF 88U THAT SPEGIFIC
MENTION S MADE QF THE WOMEN AT THE NI1OBRARA GoNvocAn
TION. WE FIND THE WORDS, "AT FOUR Pu.M, A SERVIGE FOR

- WOMEN ONLY WAS HELD IN HARRISON HALL, WHERE THE WOMEN

WERE ADDRESSED BY MRS.. AT, Twena oF New York.® BuT
THE REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE EASTERN DEANERY oOF
THAT SAME YEAR'NO MENTION 1S MADE OF A’ WOMAN'S MEETING,
NoT UNTIL {B87 1S THERE RECORD OF THE BISHOP ATTENDING
A MEETING OF WOMEN 1N THE "HospiTaL! AnD In [85E 1w THE

EasTern DEANERY MEETING, UTHE BISHOP WITHDREW AT  THIS
- JUNCTURE TO ORGANIZE A MEETING OF- THE “Womenbs Auxll-

FARY Y,

It 1S IN THIS MEETING THAT BISHOP HARE ' ADDRESSED
THE WOMEN (N THIS MANNER?

Il wouLb PAY TRIBUTE OF GRATEFUL LOVE TO" THE WORK
DONE FOR THE GAUSE oF CHRIST BY THE WOMEM.OF.SoUTH. Da=~
KOTA. | FEEL'THAT THE WORK WOULD GAIN N STRENGTH AND
EFFICIENCY IF THE WOMEN'S GUILDS WERE KNIT TOGETHER AND
KNEW MORE THAN THEY DO NOW OF EAGCH OTHERS WORK -~AND OF
EAGH OTHER, - IT §5 WITH THIS.END IN VIEW THAT | HAVE
INVITED THE WOMEN TO SEND DELEGATES ON TH#S.O0CCASION. |
i THINK THAT 1T 1S ALEQ DESIRABLE THAT THE WORK OF THE.
WOMEN OF SOUTH DAKOTA SHOULD BE IN GCOMMUNEGATEON wiITH:
THE WORK OF THE WOMEN OF THE CHURGH IN. GENERAL, . WHICH
IS ORGANIZED UNDER THE NAME OF THE *'WOMEN'S Auxitiary! ™

"THis ORGANIZATION GAINS IN STRENGTH EACH YEAR AND
IT WOULD BE A GOOD THING 1F OUR WOMEN'!S WORK couLD
SHARE 1N TS5 MOMENTUM, A BEGINNING HAS BEEN MADE IN
THIS DIRECTION WHICH | BEARNESTLY HOPE WiLL GO ON AND BE
EXTENDEDs MRS. FRED GARDINER HAS BEEN APPOINTED SECRE-
YTARY OF THE EASTERN DEANERY (WHITE FIELD) AND MisSs

. AMELLIA IVES SECRETARY OF THE NloaRARA(INolAN FIELD) My

OF THE N10BRARA WOMEN BisHop HARE STATED!

g INDIAN WOMEN HAVE BEEN MORE THAN READY TO
FALL {N LINE WiTH THIS tMRORTANT AUXIL)ARY TO THE WORK
OF THE CHURCH. THERE tS$ HARDLY A STATION WHERE THERE IS
NOT A WomAN'S GUILD AND HARDLY A GUILD WHICH 1S NOT IN
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UNTON WITH THE WoMan's AuxiLlAaRY. THESE GUILDS N SOME
CASES SEEM TO SPRING UP ALMOST SPONTANEOUSLY. OFTEN THE
FIRST NOTICE WE HAVE OF THE DESIRE FOR THE CHURCH iN A
WILD CAMP 15 THE EXJSTENCE OF A LITTLE BAND OF  WOMEN-
WHQ HAVE FORMED THEMSELVES, AFTER THE MANNER OF THEIR
S1STERS IN SOME ‘OTHER CAMP, IN A GUILD, AND BEGUN TO
SAVE. 'MlTEs"‘on MAKE INDEAN CURIOS IN ORDER TO SECURE
A GHAPELW M '

. THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Women's WORK WAS PRINTED
IN THE JOURNAL OF 1890 FOR THE FIRST TIME UPON REQUEST
BY RESOLUTION OF THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING N 1889 7o
HE CONVOCATION. FROM TH1S REPORT MRS. E0 TRIMBLE ACT-
ING AS SECRETARY OF THE WHITE FIBLD REPFORTED CONTRIBU~
TIONS FROM TEN PARISHES AND MISS1ONSs THESE CONTRIBU- '
TIONS WERE DESIGNATED FOR THE CHURCH BUILDING FUan,
PARISH USE, MisstoNaRY GIFTS, LENTEN OFFERINGS AND A
NUMBER OF OTHER WORTHY GAUSES,

In 1891 THE BLack HiLLS DEANERY WAS CREATED AND
ADDED 7O THE BispbP'S JURISDICTION. IT INCLUDED MUCH
oF SOUTH DAKOTA ‘wesT oF THE 102nD DEGREE OF LONG } TUDE
NOT INCLUDED /IN THE N10BRARA DEANERY . THE EAsTERN DEAn-
ERY INCLUDED THE REMAIDER OF SOUTH DAKOTA NOT IN . THE
NfOBRARA FIELD, FOR A TIME EACH DEANERY MET SEPARATELY
in CONVOCATION EACH YEAR, THEN ALL THREE MET JOINTLY
iN CONVOCATION THE THIRD YEAR TO ELECT DELEGATES TO THE
GeNERAL CONVENTION OF THE EP1scoPAL CHUROH.

‘ In 1892 Miss Ameria lves, GENERAL SECRETARY FOR
THE WoMmeEN'S WorK tN THE N10BRARA DEANERY REPORTED FOR
B0 BRANCHES OF THAT DEANERY quH AGGREGATE + CONTRIBY-
TIONS oF $2,237.38.

“IN THE EASTERN DEANERY EPISODPALIANS WERE BUT .A
FRACTION OF THE CHURCR-GOING POPULATION IN THE SMALL
TOWNS AND HAD SOARCELY GOTTEN BEYOND THE STRUGGLE FOR
EX1STENCE. SOME DID NOT EVEN HAVE A CHURCH BUILDING.
BisHor HARE WAS AWARE OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE WOMEN “PAR=
TICULARLY, IN KEEPING THE SMALL CHURCH GROUPS IN EXl‘?—'-
ENCE.,

IN. HIs 1892 ReEPORT, BisHor HARE EXPRESSED HIS AP-—

PRECEIATION OF THE TASK THESE WOMEN FAGCED ADDING, Uy

WOULD BE CHEERING IF WE HAD A FULL 'RECORD OF 1T, BUY
THOUGH MRS, JAMES TRIMBLE, HAS BY MY APPOINTMENT,ACTED
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As GENERAL SECRETARY FOR THE PURFPOSE OF GATHERING STAT-
1STICS, FROM THE WHITE F1ELD, SHE FOUND 1T DIFFICULT
TO SECURE INFORMAT ION,~~ONLY ELEVEN OF oUR Women!s
SOCIETIES HAVE REPORTED TO HER, THESE REPORTS SHOW A

TOTAL-CONTRIBUTION oF $2,870,34 From 16 QuiLDS, "

In 1895 Mrs. JameS TRIMBLE WAS COMPELLED BY CONT-
INUAL 1LL HEALTH Y0 RESIGN HER PLACE AS QENERAL SECRE-
TaRY OF THE Woman's AuXiLiarRy oF THE EASTERN DEANERY
AND Miss MARY PeaBoDY WAS APPOINTED TO THAT POSITION,
AT THE SAME TIME MRS, J4B, DICKSON WAS APROINTED AS
ASsSISTANT SECRETARY 0F THE WOMAN'S AUXILIARY OF THE
NfoBRARA DEANERV SECAUSE OF THE PROLONGED ABSENCES OF -
Miss AMELIA IVES FROM THE JURISDIGTION,

Many of Miss Peapobv!s REPORTS REFLECT.HER DY S=
APPOINTMENT WETH THE EFFORTS OF THE WOMEN IN THE WHITE
FI1ELD,.. IN l896 SHE REPORTED '"MITE Box" OFFERINGS OF ON-
Ly $120.12 FROM SEVENTEEN GUILDS} A $25 00 PLEDGE T0
THE TRYENN1AL MEETING FELL SHORT BY $9.65; AND REPORTS
WERE RECEIVEP,ER%M ONLY MINE OF THE THIRTY ORGAN!ZED
GuiLps, In coNvRAST Mrss J,B. Dickson's NioBrRARA Dean-
ERY REFORT }ND!CATED REPGRTS FROM ALL GUILDS WITH OF—‘
FERINGS OF $2,758. 11, ’

In 1897 BisHor HARE COMMENTED IN HIS ANNUAL Gony o
GATION ADDRESS:! UTHE INDIAN WOMEN TAKE UP THE WORK OF
THE WomAN®S AuXiLiARY WETH ZEAL, THE CHIEF OBSTACLE TQ
THE EXTENSION OF THE WORK AMONG THE WHITES IS ‘A STRANGE
IGNORANCE OF 1TS CHARACTER, MADE PERMANENT BY AN EQUAL-
LY STRANGE SATISFACTION WITH THAT IGNORANCE} BUT -Miss

- PEABODY 'S REPORT INDICATES THAT THE FEW OF THE WOMEN'S

SOCIETIES FROM WHOM SHE RECEIVED REPORTS REPLIED TO HER
APPEALS 'S0 CORDIALLY AND GRACEFULLY THAT ONE CAN OVER=-
LOOK,FOR A TIME AT LEAST, THE APATHY OF THE REST.!

Bur sy 1901 THE WoMmeENn's OFFERING PRESENTED AT THE
TRIENNIAL OF THE Woman'!s AUX!LIARV N SanN FRANClsco
LACKED ONLY $5.87 ofF THE $700,00 pLEDGED.

In 1906 THE House oF BiSHOPS MET IN SPECHAL " SESw
SION TO ELECT THE Rev, FREDERICK FoOT JOHNSON AS AN

ASSISTANT ' TO BisHor HaRrE AND N THAT SAME YEAR THE

BLACK MHILLS AND EASTERN DEANERIES WERE UNITED WtTH Mass
MARV PEABODY SERVlNG AS SECRETARY FOR BOTH.
" THE rFoltowing vEAr (1907} Bt sHoRr HARE APPOINTED
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MisS MARY PEABODY THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE Woman's
AuX1L1ARY OF SoUTH DAKOTA TO WHOM THE SECRETARIES OF
THE EASTERN AND BLACK HiLLS DEANERY WERE TO REPORT,
Miss PEaBODY WORKED HARO TO PRESENT TO THE WQMEN OF EV-
ERY CHURCH THE FUNGCTION OF THE WoMan'S AUXILIARY

I« TO PRAY FOR MISSIONS,

2. TO LEARN ABOUT MISSIONS AND SPREAD INFORMATION,

3. To WORK FOR MISSIONS BY SETTING ASIDE A DEFINITE

PERCENTAGE OF ALL CHURCH [INCOME FOR MISSION WORK,

Miss PEABODY MET MANY ODISAPPOINTMENTS IN HER FIRST
YEAR -AS PRESIDENT. THE UNniTep OFFERING {WHICH LATER BE-
cAME THE U T 0) oF THAT YEAR TOTALED onLvy $U18.88 ano
Miss PEABODY, BEING AWARE THAT FEW OF THE WOMEN'S GROUPS
CUSTOMARILY HAD DEVOTIONAL SERVIGES, OBSERVED THAT Mt
IS MOST FREQUENTLY FROM THESE GROUPS THAT LITTLE PRO-
GRESS IS5 MADE, !

BisHor Wit.Lyam HoBaART HaRE ptep Octoeer 23, 1909,
AND WAS BURIED IN THE QUIET BEAUTY OF THE CATHEDRAL
CLose N Sloux:FgﬁLs. HE Hab LIVED IN SouTH DAKOTA FOR
36 YEARS AND HERE/HE HAD ASKED TO BE INTERRED, From HES
S1CK BED IN ATLANTIC CITY HE HAD DICTATED HIS LAST CALL
FOR A MEETING OF THE WoMAN'S AuXiLiaRy oF SouthH Daxora,
HELD IN StouX FALLS DURING THE MISSOUR! COUNCIL,

' Miss Mary PEABODY WENY AS THE FIRST DELEGATE FROM
SeuTH DAKOTA To THE TRIENN1AL MEETING OF THE Woman's
AUXILIARY IN CINGINNATE, ' |T wAS AT TH1s GENERAL ConvEN-
TloN THAT THE House ofF BisHors on OcToser i, 1910

- ELECTED SUFFRAGAN DBiSHOP FREDERIOK JOHNSON TO THE OFFICE

OF BisSHOP OF THE MiISsioNARY DISTRICT oF SouTH DAKOTA, .
BUT HE REMAINED AS D10CESAN BISHOP ONLY UNTIL OCTOBER |
14,1911, HAVING BEEN ELECTED BISHOP COADJUTOR OF MiS~
SOUR! WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE OR CONSENT., UNDER SPECEAL
COMMISSION OF THE PRESIDING BisHor DanieL S, TUTTLE,
BisHor JOHNSON CONTINUED TO SUPERVISE SOUTH DAKOTA UNe

“TiL JaNuaRry oF 912, : : ‘

FOR NEARLY NINE MONTHS, THEREAFTER, THE PRESIDING
B1SHOP WAS ACTING BISHOP FOR SOUTH DAKOTA UNTIL THE RT.
Rev, GEORGE BILLER JR,, WAS ELECTED BiSHOP OF SOUTH
DakoTa By THE HOUSE OF BISHORS AND PRESIDED AT HIS FIRST
SouTH DakoTa CONVOCATION IN SEPTEMBER 1912 In S1ouX
FaLts. :
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THE WoMaN'S AUXILIARY AT THIS SESSION OFFERED A
RESOLUTION PLEDGING GO0OPERATION WitH BISHOP BYrLLER tn
HIS WORK AND TO SUPPORT HIM WtTH SYMPATHYAND PRAVER AND
ASSISTANCE" IT wAS AT THIS CONVOCATION THAT woMeEN'S
NAMES WERE BEGINNING TO BE LISTED AMONG THE OELEGATES
To0 THE CONVOCATION AND A GOMMITTEE ON CANONS WAS AP-
POINTED TO DRAFT CANONS FOR SOUTH DAKOTA WHICH, WHEN
APPROVED BY THE GENERAL CONVENTIOM, PROVIDED FOR AN
ANNUAL CONVOCATION fNSTEAD OF ONE EVERY THREE.¥EARS,
THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE MEETING TO BE DESIGNATED &Y
THE PREVIOUS CONVOCATION, THE WOMEN'!S MEETING TO 8E
HELD AT THE SAME TIMEs ' ’

‘ON JUNE 23, 1913 AT THE CONVOCATION IN MITCHELL,
THE WOMEN PASSED A MOTION THAT ALL THE WOMEN'S ORGAN I~
ZATIONS IN THE STATE FEDERATE INTO ONE BODY™-AND A COM=

 MITTEE BE APPOINTED TO DRAW UP ‘A CONSTETUTHON. . THIS WAS.

ADOPTED WITH THE OBJECT OF U"UNFTING THE CHurcH WOMEN oF
THE MISS1ONARY DISTRICT IN THEIR WORK FOR THE CHURGH;TO
BRING ABOUT A MQRE COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF THE NEEDS

OF THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND OF THE PECULIAR

PROBLEMS OF THE M1sSS10NARY DISTRICT oF SouTH DAKOTA, AND
TO PROMOTE GOQPERATION. THROUGHOUT THE DISTRIGT 1IN  ALL

Goob woRrks, ! THE NAME ADOPTED FOR THE ORGAN I ZATION

wAs MWomeEN WORKERS OF THE N;sStomARv D1STR1GT OF SouTH

DAKOTA. !

Miss PEABODY CONTINUED AS PRESIDENT oF THE MWomeENn
WORKERS OF SOUTH DakoTa! WiTH THE CHAITRMEN OF THE THREE
DEANERIES ACTING AS VICE-PRESIDENTS. A JUNIOR AUXILIARY
WAS FQRMED Wi TH WRS. PauL ROBERTS OF BROOK!NGS AS SEO-
RETARY OF THE EASTERN DEANERY, MRS HoWe FULWEILER OF
RaptD CiTY AS SECRETARY OF THE BLACK HrLLs DeaNERY,AND
MRS, PauL BARBOUR, SEGRETARY OF THE NLOBRARA DEANERY .

A in 1915 evy PETITION OF THE WOMEN AT CONVOCATEON,
THE WOMEN WERE GRANTED PERMISSION TO SERVE AS DELEGATES
TO SYNOD MEETINGS, AND AT THE SIXTH PRoVINCE SyNoD”
MEETING AT THE TREENN#AL 1IN New YoRk, MiSs PEABODY WAS.
APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF A COMMITTEE TO ORAW UP A ConsTi-
TUTFON FOR THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY OF THE SIXTH PROVINCE.

. Mt$s MELEN PEABODY,; AFTER THIRTY YEARS AS PRINGCIS
PAL OF ALL SAINT'S ScHool tN_SouTH DAKOTA,. WAS™ GRANTED
AN Honorary DeaReE oF DocTorR oF LETTERS BY THE BOARD
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REGENTS oF EDUGATION OF S0UTH DAKOTA. THE 1915 Convoca~
TYON BROUGHT N A RESOLUTION OF APPREGIA?ION AND CONe
GRATULATLONS TO HER,.

On OcToBER 22, 1916 AFTER A LtrTLE MORE THAN THREE
YEARS IN THE EPISCOPATE, GEORGE BfLLER JRss THIRD BiSH-
OP OF S0UTH DAKOTA, AT THE AGE OF LESS. THaN H2 YEARS,
DIED, BEFORE OONSECRATION HE HAD SERVED AS DEAN OF CaL~
VARY CATHEDRAL AT THE REQUEST OF Bi1SHoP HARE, THE FIRST
TO BE SO HONORED N SouTH DakoYa, PRESIDING BisHop.
TUTTLE AGAIN BEGAME TEMPORARILY THE AcTiIng BiSHOP oF
SoutH DakoTa.

BiSsHOP BILLER!S UNT!MELY DEATH WAS FELT DEEPLY BY
THE PEOPLE oOF SOUTH DAKOTA, PARTICULARLY suncs PREVIOUS
CONVOCATIONS HAD PETITIONED AND BEEN DENBED A SUFFRAGAN
BiSHOP By THE House oF BisHoprs, “THE. WOMEN, FEELING
THAT OVERWORK HAD HASTENED BISHOP BiLLER'S DEATH, AT
THEIR 1916 MEETING, .DECIDED YHAT THE MISSIONARY SaLaRy
FUND, THAT HAD BEEN ONE OF THEIR EARLIEST PROJEGCTS, BE
DESIGNATED IN TH§;FUTURE AS THE "BisHop BiLLER Funp.!
THiS wouLDp MAKE JIT AN ANNUAL MEMORJAL TO HiM, "NOT oF
WOODy STONE OR BRASS, BUT A LIVENG, WORKING MEMORIAL IN
THE PERSON OF MISSIONARIES TO OUR sTATE", FOR THE YEAR
ENDING AT THE 1916. CONVOGATION THE RECEIPTS FOR THIS:
FUND AmMounTED To $1400.00

THE RTe REv. HueH L. BURLESON BECAME BiSHOP oF
SoutH DAKOTA AND Miss Mary Peasopy CONTINUED ON AS PRES-
LDENT OF THE Women's WoRKERS oF SouTH DAKOTA,

IN HER REPORT OF {917 Miss PEABODY OUTLINED THE
FOUR PERENNIAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE WOMEN WorKERS. oF
SoutH DaxoTA:

" |+ THE B#SHOP BILLER MEMORIAL SALARY Funp

€« THE UniTED OFFErING(LATER cALLED UTO)

3+ THE PREPARATION OF MISSIONARY BOXES

’-l-, SUFPLVING OF TEMPORARY AND SPECIAL NEEDS

IN DIFFERENT PARTS oF THE DISTRICT AND OF
THE WORLD,

Qctoser 17, 1917 THe Housa oF BiSHOPS ELECTED AS
SUFFRAGAN BisHOP oF SoutH DakotTa, THE RT. REV, Wittram
ProcTorR REMINGTON WHO CAME To SouTH DAKOTA AFTER FINg~
SHING HIS TOUR OF DUYTY IN THE UNMITED STATES Anmv. AND
. MADE HIS HEADQUARTERS AT-RAPID CiTy,
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1918 was Miss MARY PeaBoov'S LAST YEAR AS PRES jw
DENT OF THE Women WorRkerRS oF SouTH DAKOTAs SHE HAD
SERVED AS THE BisHor's SECRETARY Singe |885, AS GENERAL,
SECRETARY OF THe WoMeEN OF THE EASTERN DEanery FRom (895
T0 1907 AND AS PRESI1DENT OF THE Women Workers {Woman's
AuxtLiary) From 1907 To 1918, THesE 33-VEAR5 Of DEVOTED
SERVICE WAS NOT THE END OF Mary PEaBoDY'S WORK "IN SouTH
DAKOTA, LATER SHE SERVED AS N10BRARA DEANERY CHAIRMAN
N l92 AND 1925,

-Mirss WiLLiIAM Po REMINGTON, THE SUFFRAGAN B;snop's
WIFE, BECAME PRESIDENT OF THE WoMEN WORKERS AND GONDUCT
g0 THE 1919 MmEeTING. IN 192] MRs. BURLESON, EXPLAINED
IN DETAIL THE "CHURCH SERVHOE. LEAGUE Y WHICH WAS ENDORSED
By BiSHOP BURLESON AND WAS COMPOSED OF THESE BRANCHESS
WOMAN'S AUXILIARY, ST. BARNABAS GuiLDp FOR NURSES,GIRLYS
Frienowy SocieTy, CHURCH Mission HeELP, CHURCH PATRIOT!Q
SErRVICE anp CHURSH Periopical Crus,

THE WOMEN VOTED TO AGCEPT. THE WORK LAID DOWN BY.
THE CHURCH SERV?CE League ano FroM 1921 To° 1937 THE:
NAME OF THE 'WOMEN WoRKERS " wAS CHANGED TO "THE CHURGH

SErviIcE LeacueM, IN HER ADDRESS TO THE WOMEN #N THE MAY

1922 CONVOCATION AT MITCHELL, MRS. REMINGTON SUGGESTED
THAT- A CHURCH PERIODIGAL- SECRETARY BE ELECTED TO SUPPLY

READING MATERIAL, MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS AND BOOKS TO

THE CLERGY AND THEIR FAMILIES. AT THAT TiME, THE OFFi=
CIAL BOARD OF THE"CHURGH SERViICE LeAGUE" INCLUDED  BE-
SIDES THE PRESIDENT, A SECRETARY-TREASURERs SECRETARY.
oF THE MiSsioNARY Box wORK, TREASURER OF THE B1SHOP
BiLLER MEMORIAL FUND, TREASURER OF THE UNJITED THANK OF=
FERINGs; PRESIDENT OF THE JUNIOR AUXILIARIES; AND FOUR
V1Ce~PRESIDENTS, EACH REPRESENTING ONE OF THE FIVE DEAN-
EREES INTO WHIOH THE MisstoNARY DISTRICT HAD BEEN DiVi-
DEDt THE SOUTHERN, SOUTHWESTERNy NORTHERN, GENTRAL AND
BlAck HiLLs: THE OFF#0E 0F CHURCH PER!ODIGAL CrLus _DOES
NOT APPEAR #N THE JOURNAL UNTiL (925 THOUGH 1T HAD EEEN
FUNCT'IONING BEFORE THAT TIME. :

. MrRs. DorA CLAIRE VANNIX HAD BEEN ACTING AS SECRE~
TARY TO THE {SoraTep smece 1919, SENDING OUT LETTERS,
PAPERS, LEAFLETS, CALENDARS, BLUE BOXES, POSTCARDS,BOOKS
ON CONF IRMATION, ETCs, TO THE ISOLATED PEQPLE 1IN THE
MesSSIONARY DISTRICT BUT HER NAME 15 NOT LISTED AMONG:
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THE BOARD MEMBERS uUNTIL 1925, THE SAME VEAR THAT .A
DirecToR OF CHWUROH ScHooL SERVIGE AND A CHRISTDAN Eou-
CATION SECRETARY WERE ALS0O ADOEDs

In 1923 THE SECRETARY~-TREASURER REPORTED REGE!V!NG’
56 rePORYTS FROM THE 58 GUILDS N THE STATE AND THAT THE

WOMEN WERE BECOMING MORE RESPONSIVE IN EVERY WAY EACH
vear, OveRr $25,000,00 HAD BEEN RALSED BY THE WOMEN FOR
LOCAL AND M15SIONARY WORK, $2,139.15 going TO THE Bt~
sHop BitLER MemoriaL FUND.

- in 1923 THE House oF BiSHOPS SENT SUFFRAGAN BisHopP
REMINGTON TO BE THE BISHOP OF EASTERN OREGON. WITHIN
HOURS OF HIS LEAVING THE HOUSE oF BiSHOPS ELECTED - WITH=
OUT DISSENTING VOTE THE Reve W. BLAIR ROBERTS, As SuF-
FRAGAN BisHor oF SouTH DakoTa. BISHOP RoBeRTS HAD 'SPENT
14 VEARS AS A PRIEST ON THE ROSESUD WITH HI1S HOME AT
DALLAS.

MRS. RoBERTS(MzTA) BECAME THE PRESIDENT OF THE
CHURCH SERVIOE Leacue" (W, A,) THAT savme vEAR. THe 1927
~ REPORT INDIOATE§ ANOTHER CHANGE IN THE DEANERIES! THE

WHITE FIELD NOW’INOLUDED SI1X DEANERIES! Brack HiLLS, .
CeENTRAL, EASTERN, NORTHERN, ROSEBUD AND SOUTHERN EACH
W1TH A REPRESENTATIVE ON THE BOARD AND WITH TWO REPRE-
SENTATIVE FROM THE NiogrARA DEANERY, BRINGING THE TOTAL
80ARD MEMBERSHIF To |8,

In 1928 THe NAME SuPPLY . SECRETARY WAS GIVEN TOTHE
MlsstONARv Box WORK, AND THE OFF1QE OF dumtoa AUXIL1ARY
PRESIDENT, AND DIRECTOR OF CHURCH ScHooL SERVICE WERE
DROPPED FROM THE Boarp, BisHor BurLeson'S wiFeE DIED
THAT BAME YEAR AND AT -CONVOGATION THE WOMEN DREW. uP A
RESOLUT{ON OF SYMPATHY TO BE SENT TO THE BisHOP.

In 1929 AT THE GeEnerAaL ConveENTEON IN WASHINGTON,
Mrs. MeTa ROBERTS WAS ELECTED A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE BOARD oF THE WoMan's AUXILIARY AND WAS AGAIN
MADE: CHAtRMAN OF THE CORPORATE GIFT FOR THE SiXTH PRo-
VENCE.

‘AT THE 1932 MEETING OF THE CHURCHWOMEN AT CONVOGA-
Tion MRS. ROBERTS MADE A PLEA FOR MORE ALTAR GuUILOS.
THiIS IS THE FERST MENTION $N THE JOURNAL OF THE WORK OF
THE ALTAR Gu1L0S IN SouTH DAKOTA AND UP TO THIS TIME
MUCH OF THE WORK SUPPLYING THE SMALL NIOBRARA CHAPELS

WITH LINENS AND SUPPLI £S HAD BEEN DONE PERSONALLY UNDER
12
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" THE DIRECTION OF MRS, ROBERTS,

At THE MAY ConvooaTion AT OHRiIST CHURCH LeEab, Biw
sHoP WiLLiam BLatr ROBERTS,y AFTER ALMOST NINE YEARS
AS SUFFRAGAN BiSHOP, ADDRESSED THE PEOPLE AS THEIR NEW
DiocESaN BisHoP, AT THE PREVIOUS GENERAL CONVENTION,
BisHOP BURLESON HAD RESPONDED TO AN URGENT CALL OF THE
GENERAL CHURCH AND ACCEPTED ELECTION AS ASSISTANT TO
THE. PRES10ING BISHOP :AND FIRST V10E-PRESIDENT OF THE
NATtONAL CounciL., HE RESIGNED AS BisHOP oF SouTH Dawo-
YA, OLOSING ALMOST }5-YEARS AS THE HEAD OF THE DisTRICT.

BETTY ASHLEY wAS aPPOINTED NiosrarRa Deanery CHAYR-
MAN BY BtSHOP BURLESON AT THE REQUEST OF THE W,A, PRESi-
DENT, MRS. ROBERTS. SHE REPORTED THAT THE NIOBRARA
WoMEN'S OFFERING THAT YEAR wAs over $4,000.00. The
GUILDS IN THE WHITE FIELD NUMBERED 58 THAT YEAR.

IN 1933 FoR THE FIRST TIME IN MANY YEARS THE ANNU-
AL CONVOCATION WAS HELD. IN' THE FALL. Bi1sSHOP BURLESON
PASSED AWAY. AND THE UNITED THANK OFFERING FROM THE WOM-
EN WAS PRESENTED)ﬁS A MEMORIAL TO HIM AT THE NEXT GEN—
ERAL GONVENTaON.ﬂf :

In 1937 THE ‘NAME “CHURCH SERVICE Leasue" was bRopP-
PED AND THE 'WoMAN'S AUXILIARY OF THE MISS!ONAHY Dis«
RI1CT OF SOouTH DAKOTA" BEGAME THE OFFICIAL TITLE FOR THE.
EP$SCOPAL WOMEN OF THE DISTRICT, A NEW CONSTITUTION
WAS DRAWN UP AND AFPROVED 8Y THE BiIsHOP, WHIOH BROUGHT
A NUMBER OF CHANGES T0 LINE UP THE GUILDS WITH THE Naw
TIONAL PROGRAM«

In 1938 MRS, META ROBERTS ANNOUNGCED HER RETFREMENT
HAVING SERVED AS PRESIDENT oF THE WOMEN'S AUXELIARY FOR
16 VEARS,. SHE WAS, BY UNANIMOUS APPROVAL; MADE HONOR-
ARY PRESIDENT. GUILD DUES WERE RAISED FROM $1.50 TO
$2,00, THE ADDITIONAL 50 CENTS TO BE SET ASIDE IN A 3AV=
INGS ACCOUNT FOR A GENERAL CONVENTION DELEGATE'S EXPENSE
FUNDG.,

SUGCEEDING PRESIDENTS AND -THE YEARS THEY SERVED WERE ¢

MBs. H.W, FuLweiLER, YANKTON 1938~ 19hY4
MRS, CHARLES DANFORTH, YANKTON 1941 1950
Mrs, W,Y, WHITEHEAD, MITGHELL 1950-1953%
MRS. STANDISH MOINVASH, ABERDEEN  1953- 1954+
MRs. RoSS KLEINHEINZ, Stoux FaLLs 195H- ¥

MRS. EOwARD LunDQUEST, Stoux FaLis (9HH-195%e- .
13



MRS sty Do MORRns, Huron & Stoux FaLLS I959- 1964

MRS« HowLy HERMAN, GREGORY o 1964- 1967
MRS« NORMAN .GROSS, YANKTON 1967~ 1972
Mr$. .R,E, .Furois, Rapio City 1972-1976

. *)MoveED oUT oF. DISTRICT. BEFORE TERM ENDED
*#RES)GNED BEFORE TERM ENDED

N I938 BiSHoP REBERTS APPOINTED MRS, Myron L. Wit~
SON OF RAPID CiTY AS THE FIRST DIHEOTRESS OF THE DiocE-
SAN ALTAR Gu:LD, IN WHICH CAPACITY SHE SERVED UNTIL
¥953 WHEN SHE wAS ELECTED ALTAR GuILD DIRECTRESS OF THE
S1xTH PRoVINGE.  Mms, Rav P, HowaRD er Sioux FAaLLS was
APPOINTED 8Y THE BISHOP TO REPLACE HER AND MRS HOWARD
sErvED UNTIL 1971. Mrs, Marton MorRris or Sioux Falis
WAS APPOINTED TO SUGCEED HER AND 1S PRESENTLY. SERVING
As Di1ogcESAN ALTAR GuitD DIRECTRESS. THE SoutH DaxkoTA
D 1OGESAN ALTARquaun 1S AFFILIATED WiTH THE NATIONAL
ASSOC1ATION OF ALTAR GuILDS. -IN (946 THE D10GESANALTAR

" GUILD BEGAN MAKING CHURCH KALENDARS AVAILABLE AT A MINI-

MAL GOST TO EVERY CHURGH MEMBER IN SouTH DAKOTA,.

In {940 THE WOMEN PROPOSED AN AMENOMENT TO THE CAN--
ONS OF THE DhSTaucT TO PERMIT WOMEN TO HAVE REPRESENTA-
TIoN ON THE EXECUTIVE Councli. OF THE DISTRICT AND AS
MEMBERS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES. THIS WAS APPROVED
AND WOMEN HAVE SINCE SERVED,

J945 sAwW THE CLOSE OF WoRLD WAR 2 AND THE ELECTION
OoF THE REv. CoNRAD H, GesneErR As BisHoP COADJUTOR BY THE
HouSE oF .BISHOPS. .ME WAS NO STRANGER T0O SouTH DAKOTA,
HAVING SERVED AT Sloux FALLS 192?-29 AND AT PIERRE I929—
1933

~In §1950 THE GONSTITUTKON anD BymLaws oF THE Woman's

AUXILIARY WAS AMENDED TO MAKE SEPARATE OFFICES OF THE
SEQRETARY AND TREASURER, .CLARIFYING THE DUTIES OF EACH

" oFFICE. IN 1959, BY AMENDMENT, THE NAME OF ™Woman's

AuxtrLtary ! was cHanGep To MEPiscoraL WomeEN oF  SouTH
DakoTA" To COMPLY WITH THE REQUEST OF THE NAT1ONAL
CHURCH! S NEWLY CREATED “GENERAL Division oF WoMen'S
Work oF THE NAT1ONAL Councit®, In: 1966 THE Bv-bLaws Com-
MITTEE RECOMMENDED THAT THEHWORD ICHURCH!Y BE INSERTED

l -



{N THE TITLE MAKING THE NamEe "THE EPiscopal. OHurCH WOMEN
OF S0UTH DaKOTAL" (E.CuW.) In 1970 ANOTHER BY~LAW CHANGE
WAS VOTED UPON.FAVORABLY, CHANGING THE TERM OF OFFICE
OFf THE BOARD MEMBERS FROM THREE TO TWO YEARS.

DURING THE YEARS TWO HANDBOOKS OF PROCEOURE HAVE
OEEN PREPARED FOR THE GUILDS, ONE FSSUED IN 1951 sy MRS,
STANDISH MCINTOSH AND HER GOMMITTEE AND ONE IN 1966 EO~
VTED BY MRSs MARION MORRIS, A THIRD IS IN THE. PROCESS
OF UPDATING BY MRS, LAUREL [VERSON» . .

In 1964 ev. voTE OF THE WOMEN THE BISHOP'S SUSTAIN=
1NG FUND WAS TO BE PAID DIRECTLY INTO THE EP1SCOPATE
BUDGET FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE BISHOP AND WOULD NO LONG-
ER BE USED TO PAY PART OF THE QUOTAS OF THE INDIV)BUAL
CHURGHES,. - THIS FUND HAD. ORIGINALLY BEEN GALLED THE Bi-
SHOP BELLER FUND, THE NAME HAVING.BEEN CHANGED TO THE
BisHoP's SusTAINING Funp IN 1956. o -

BysHop ROBERTS RETSRED N 1953 AFTER SERVING THE
DISTRICT AS DIOCESAN FOR 2 YEARS anD BrsHoP ConRAD He
GESNER, AFTER SERVING NINE YEARS AS BisHOP COADJUTOR,
WAS INSTALLED AS BISHOP OF SouTH DAKOTA ON JANUARY 6,
1954, P

"IN 1966 Lvwan C. OLGILBY WAS ELEGTED BY THE HOusE
oF BISHOPS TO BE BiSHOP COADJUTOR OF SOUTH DAKOTA, SERV~
ING UNTIL 1970 wHEN A SPECIAL CONVOGATION FOR THE ELEG-
T10N OF A BisHoP oF SouTH DAKOTA WAS CALLED TO MEET AT
PIERRE, BiSHOP GESNER HAV ING ALREADY ANNOUNCE . HIS RE~
TIREMENT AS D1ocESaN. THE VERY Rev. WALTER HEATH JONES
Dean OF  CALVARY CATHEDRAL AT SiouXx FALLS WAS ELECTED
BisHor oF SouTtH DAKOTA. PREVIOUS Bi1SHOPS HAD BEEN @%%g—
TeD By THE House OF BiSHOPS BUT THE GENERAL - CONVENTFON
NOW GRANTED THAT PRIVELEGE TO SouTH DAKOTA AS IT WAS
NOW A DIOCESE, In 1971 THE Rev. Haroup S. JONES - WAS
ELECTED SUFFRAGAN BiSHOP OF SOUTH DAROTA, THE FIRST k=
DIAN TO BE ELECTED BISHOP IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. HE
RETIRED FOR REASONS OF HEALTH AT THE &no oF 1979, °

THROUGHOUT THE YEARS THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WoMEN
HAVE VOLUNTARILY SUPPORTED MANY:  PROJECTS BOTH AT . THE
NAT I ONAL . AND. STATE LEVELS IN ADDITION TO CONTREBUTIONS .
TO THE BiSHOP'S SUSTAINING FUND, THE BUDGET FUND,. THE
UsT«Qs anD THE G,P.C. 1T wouLD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO LIST .
ALL OF THESE BUT A FEW OF THEM ARE}
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THeE CoNFERENGE GENTER,

-8T. Marv's ScHooL .

‘BrsHor HARE Mission Home

ST. EL1ZABETH HoOME _

EptcoPaL ENDOWMENT FUND

SuepoRT oF THE DEAF WoRK

GIRLS FRIENDLY SOGIETY

CHurcH WoMEN UNITED

SUPPORT FOR CHURGCH ARMY WORK

SCHOLARSHIPS AND CAMPERSHIPS

THunDERHEAD EPiscopat (amp

PRES1DING BisHOP'S Funo FOR WORLD Revier

CoLreae WoRk

SuppLy WORK N THE PHILLIPINES AND AFRlOA

KoLy Famity aNo Hoy ‘FeLLowsHre Homes

BysHor!s DiISCRETIONARY FUND

ST, Francis Bovys HomEe

YoutH Camp

LAup%CH LiTerAacy WORKSHOP

“Many BOARD MéETlmes. WORKSHOPS, RETREATS AND QUIET
DAYS HAVE BEEN HELD AT THE CONFERENCE CENTER WHERE MRS,
ROBERT BEST SERVED AS CoNFERENGE CENTER. CHAIRMAN FOR
MANY YEARS.
THE APPO!NTIVE OFF FGES OF THE Exeou11vs BoARD oOF

THE WOMEN WERE CHANGED AT INTERVALS TO MEET THE NEED OF
THE TIMES AS CHANGES WERE MADE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL,
BUT EVERY WOMAN WHO HAS SERVED ON THE BOARD N WHATEVER
CAPACITY HAS GIVEN OF HER BEST TO SUPPORT THE AIMS OF
THE EPtscoPal. CHURGH.

. EvecTive oFricers (1976) ARE: PRESIDENT, V1 08-PRES~
YDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER, UNITED THANK OFFERING Cus—
ToD1AN, CHURGH PERIODICAL CLub CusTooian, CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION GHAIRMAN AND CHRISTEAN SociAL RELAT!ONS CHAL R~
MANs |

IN ADDEITION, APPOINTIVE OFFICERS ARE! SUPPLw AND
MsRe 1,4 DEVOTIONS, EGUMENICAL RELATIONS, CHRISTIAN MiNt=
TRIES, THE E1GHT DEANERY CHAIRMEN AND TWO APPOEINTMENTS
MADE BY THE BisHoP, DIOCESAN ALTAR GUiILD DIREGTRESS AND
GonFERENCE CENTER CHAIRMAN,

HazeL M. Morris {NRs. MaDo )
6. '



THIS BOOKLET WAS COMPILED FROM INFOR~
MAT1ON FOUND IN THE SOUTH DAKOTA JOURw
NALS OF THE EpiscorAt GHURGH AND FROM

"Te LiFe AnD LETTERS OF BisHOP HOBART

HAaRE " BY HOWE.

Hazer M. MorrEs {MRS. Mo D}
¢ Sjoux FALLS, SouTH DAKOTA

Ausust 1976



